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Are You An Atheist?

Pastor Linus Lau

Excuse me, but can you stop for a
moment and answer this question: “Are
you an atheist?” Before you get angry
with me, please hear me out. | care too
much about your eternal destiny to not
ask you to examine yourself, to see if you
really, really, really believe in God. Ac-
cording to some theologians, there are
two kinds of atheists: the intellectual and
the practical. It is my prayer that you do
not fall into either category.

The intellectual atheist says in his
mind there is no God, and lives accord-
ingly. But the Bible says it is impossible to
be an intellectual atheist. Romans 1:18-
22 says, “For the wrath of God is revealed
from heaven against all ungodliness and
unrighteousness of men, who by their un-
righteousness suppress the truth. For
what can be known about God is plain to
them, because God has shown it to them.
For his invisible attributes, namely, his
eternal power and divine nature, have
been clearly perceived, ever since the
creation of the world, in the things that
have been made. So they are without
excuse. (italics mine)For although they
knew God, they did not honor him as God
or give thanks to him, but they became

futile in their thinking, and their foolish
hearts were darkened. Claiming to be
wise, they became fools, and exchanged
the glory of the immortal God for images
resembling mortal man and birds and ani-
mals and reptiles.”

In other words, we only deceive our-
selves and are not intellectually honest
when we say that there is no God. | re-
cently watched a documentary film on a
flight to London. It was an hour’s update
on The Big Bang Theory. They paraded a
small group of scholars and scientists who
carried impressive titles — distinguished
looking men. Each gave his confirmation
on the theory, citing the latest scientific
discoveries through new techniques and
instruments. They put on an air of confi-
dence that this was how the cosmos came
into existence. But if you listen more care-
fully, there is almost an undertone of des-
peration, as if they were wishing what they
believed was true. They still could not ex-
plain how this beautifully ordered universe
could just come together in a random fash-
ion. Nor could they explain where the pri-
mal atom came from. Least of all, they
could not tell us the purpose of existence,
neither for the universe nor for man.
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At least, the famous atheist Made-
lyn O’Hare was honest when she said, “I
am an atheist, not because | searched be-
hind every star and looked under every
rock to prove there is no God. | am an
atheist, because | want to live my life as if
there were no God.” This is the reason
why the Bible says, “The fool says in his
heart (not his head), ‘There is no
God” (Psalm 14:1). They do not want to
acknowledge God because they do not
want God to tell them how to live.

Then we have the practical atheist,
and unfortunately many in the church fall
into this category. They say they believe in
God, and yet just like the intellectual athe-
ist, they live as if there were no God.” The
only difference is that they belong to a
church, and they say they believe in God.

Europe is probably the most reli-
gious continent in the world. Everywhere
you go, you see churches in almost every
street corner. But most of them are de-
serted and run down. Only the big, mag-
nificent church buildings are well-
maintained. People have to stand in long
lines to get into these churches, but not to
worship. | didn’t see anybody carrying a
Bible, but almost everyone brought two
things — a camera and money. While visit-
ing the largest church in the world — St.
Peter's Cathedral — there were two
masses going on. While the priests were
conducting the liturgical rituals, tourists
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were clicking away. And of course, idols
were everywhere to be worshipped.

| probably offended many Europeans
by asking them this question, “Do you be-
lieve in God?” Almost everybody you talk to
has been baptized and says they believe in
God. But how practical is their faith? This
was how my conversation with a British
driver went:

“Of course | believe in God. | was baptized
at birth.”

“Do you go to church regularly?”

“No, | haven’t been to church for many
years. | have to work on Sundays. But | still
pray.”

“What do you pray about?”

“For my family, for my job, for my country,
and for my favorite football team.”

“Do you live in obedience to God’s com-
mandments?”

“Not always. | know there are a few areas in
which | have failed.”

“Do you intend to change your way of liv-
ing?”

“No, | think I'll be okay. God will forgive me.
I've been baptized.”

“Then you don’t really believe in God, do
you?”

The gentleman was not pleased. |
quickly told him that the only way we can
get into heaven is through our repentance,
receiving the free qift of eternal life from our
only Savior, who paid the penalty for our sin.
Now we are called to live a life of gratitude
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and love for our Lord, obeying Him and

pleasing Him. He was silent and pensive.

What about you? Are you striving to
live in a way to please your God? Check
yourself against this list:

« If you say you believe in God, how
much time do you spend each day in
thinking about Him, thanking Him and
praising Him in prayer?

« If you say you believe in God, do you
read the Bible each day, seeking His
will in the way you should live?

« If you say you believe in God, do you
regularly keep the Lord’s Day (Sunday)
holy, worshiping God with your broth-
ers and sisters in the church?

« If you say you believe in God, do you
strive to love God with all your heart,
mind, soul, and strength, and love oth-
ers as you love yourself?

« If you say you believe in God, and God
has told us there is a heaven and a
hell, do you tell others how to avoid the
punishment of hell, and how to receive
the free gift of heaven?

If you are not doing any of these
things, then I'd have to say to you, “You
don’t really believe in God, do you?” | am
sorry, but | suspect that you are no more
than a practical atheist. The Bible warns:
“Therefore we must pay much closer at-
tention to what we have heard, lest we
drift away from it. For since the message
declared by angels proved to be reliable
and every transgression or disobedience

00 0000000000000 000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000
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received a just retribution, how shall we
escape (italics mine) if we neglect such a
great salvation? It was declared at first by
the Lord, and it was attested to us by
those who heard” (Hebrews 3:1-3). How
shall we escape? There is only one way:
Take refuge in the Son of God.

Fast and furious, a forest fire
spreads quickly, and no one can outrun it.
But there is a way to escape if you are
caught in such a fire. Look for a spot
where the fire has already burnt. That
place is safe, for the fire could not return to
the place where it has already destroyed.
My beloved, Christ Jesus is such a refuge
for us. On the cross he faced the ferocious
fire of God’s judgment for sin, not because
he sinned, “But he was wounded for our
transgressions; he was crushed for our in-
iquities; upon him was the chastisement
that brought us peace, and with his stripes
we are healed” (Isaiah 53:5). If we go to
his cross, where the fire of judgment had
already been burnt, then we will be safe.
We will no longer be condemned. Then
you will be born again into a new creation,
loving God, obeying
God, and living to
please God. Only then §
are you a true believer
in God. Otherwise, you £
are merely an atheist.
And the Bible says you
are a fool.
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Deacon Calling Testimony
Samuel Cheng

The year 1996 was the most important year in my life. | was baptized on Easter Sunday; Flora and | were en-
gaged at the end of April, and we got married two months later. After coming back from our honeymoon in July, we
were ready to move overseas. We flew to the United States on August 1st to begin our graduate studies. There were so
many major events in life that just happened in a very short period of time. But God’s grace was with us the whole time.
When we were counting our blessings on our very first Thanksgiving dinner in US, we could not name them all because
there were so many. Little did we know that God’s grace and blessing for that year was far more than what we had al-
ready received.

In that year, some pastors in the New England area decided to revive the New England Winter Conference that
was terminated the previous year. But instead of having a gospel camp as they had in the past, they decided to change
the purpose of conference to discipleship training in order to train coworkers in bible study groups on campus in New
England area. Both Flora and | went to the conference. Through speakers and bible verses in morning devotion, God
moved me and called me to dedicate my life to Him and become His workman who does not need to be ashamed. In
the sharing before the conference adjourned, | was tearful and could not speak. | kept saying to God, “Oh, Lord, what a
wonderful grace that you are willing to use me.” | was in tears the whole way driving from Connecticut to New York City.
In the subsequent years, God used various speakers repeatedly to remind me and strengthen my heart to be His faith-
ful servant. Both Flora and | responded to God'’s call to serve Him in all our life. We knew clearly that “for me and my
family, we will serve the Lord.”

Flora and | often pray for each other's ministry. Sometimes we would throw out a hypothetical question and
discuss it, examining what spiritual characteristics we are lacking. For example, we once asked ourselves, “If one day
God calls us into full time ministry, will He call us to the life of a field missionary or to pastor a church?” Our conclusion
was that our life is not simple enough to qualify us to become missionaries. Flora said her love for people was not
strong enough to become a pastor’s wife. Every time we had similar discussions, Flora always talked about what she is
lacking. She seldom pointed out my shortcomings. In July of this year, | asked another question: “We have been in the
church for a while, and we have been serving God; sooner or later, we may be called to become a deacon of the
church. When and how will we know we are ready?” Flora immediately replied, “You are not ready.” | was surprised at
her answer because Flora does not usually confront me like that. It must be something serious. So we sat down and
had a long discussion. She reminded me that the single most important ministry of our home is to bring up our kids in
God’s way. Even though | am considered a good, caring father, and | do spend time with my kids, | am almost absent in
leading them to build their spiritual characters. | may spend more than 10 hours each week on preparing music worship,
bible study, or Sunday school teaching, but the time | spend on teaching my kids about God has been scarce. She feels
alone with our kids’ biblical education. As a first generation Christian, | feel that | have to put all my efforts into serving
the Lord in church. However, as a third generation Christian, Flora knows well that it is possible that a kid growing up in
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a Christian family may get confused or even lose faith if the father is enthusiastically serving in the church but is absent in
the spiritual training at home. This gives the child a false impression that the faith is all about church service, not daily life.
After we discussed it, | recognized my negligence and what a profound impact it may have on the kids. We prayed to God
to make me to be a better spiritual leader at home and to help us know what to do together.

To our surprise, Pastor Linus, Bonnie Shimu, and Deacon YY visited us in less than two weeks after this discus-
sion took place. When Pastor Linus said that they are coming for dinner but he will bring food, we knew there was some-
thing unusual going on. After dinner, Pastor Linus told us that the deacon’s board nominated me to be the next deacon.
He also said “busy” is not an excuse because all of the deacons were busy when they were called to be a deacon; God’s
grace and mercy is more than sufficient. YY also told us that becoming a deacon does not mean more work, but a chance
to help Pastor Linus manage God’s house. He used the verses from Book of Colossians “...you may live a life worthy of
the Lord and may please Him in every way: bearing fruit in every good work, growing in the knowledge of God, being
strengthened with all power according to His glorious might so that you may have great endurance and patience...” to
encourage and remind us that God will give strength to those who are willing to dedicate themselves to Him. The verses
happened to be part of my scripture reading of that morning. What a coincidence! My response after reading the scripture
in the morning was, “It's so great; to please Him and bear fruit will help us grow in knowledge of God. And we can be
strengthened with His power.” That night the scripture again reminded me that all the strength we have and fruit we bear
from serving Lord are from the Lord. We asked some more questions and raised some concerns, including our relatively
young age and inexperience, and most importantly our immature spirituality, especially when | am not even doing well at
home. How can | be a deacon of the church? However, with our understanding of the bible and our past experiences in
serving the Lord, we knew we could not use our weaknesses as an excuse to reject God’s work. So we agreed to keep it
in our prayers and seek God’s will.

In the following days, Flora and | prayed individually. At the same time | was preparing for Sunday school. The
scripture | was preparing happened to be the verses in the Book of Acts, Chapter 6, which is about the choosing of the 7
deacons. When | was reading those verses about the qualifications of a deacon “who are known to be full of the Spirit and
wisdom,” | asked God, “Lord, do | qualify?” Sunday night Flora and | had a long talk before our regular prayers together.
We raised all the concerns we brought up before. All of a sudden, we realized that some of the concerns we had are
about the perception of others and not God. In our discussion, God took that part of our concerns away. The residual con-
cerns are on our weaknesses and what we are lacking. However, God reminded us that none of what we have ever done
was depending on our own ability. We will never be good enough or “qualify” to serve Him. It is all about being submissive
to Him and using the power and strength from Him to serve Him. After our discussion, God gave us a sense of peace.
Flora then asked me “What have you been praying about?” | said “I prayed to know if God is truly calling me to be the
deacon of the church at this moment.” “You have been called to be the deacon. It is not a question of whether or not you
are called” she said. (It's truly God’s blessing to have a wife who can be a good “helper” spiritually!) So the question came
down to “Is this a calling from God?”

Pastor Linus, the deacons’ nomination, and Flora’s change of perspective from 2 weeks ago are the external sup-
ports; the experience that God removed all questions and concerns we had and gave us peace in our hearts is internal
evidence. In addition, the eagerness that | developed for wanting to know more about God and being strengthened by
Him according to the description in the Book of Colossians, | believe, is a calling from God. The last question Flora asked
me was, “If you know it’s a calling from God, the question is how you respond to it.” At that moment, the Holy Spirit moved
me and refreshed my promise to God that | will serve Him with all my strength in all my life. | knew | had no excuse to
reject God’s calling. | will obey His calling to be the deacon of Chinese Baptist Church of Coral Springs. We then prayed
together about the decision in thanksgiving and with trembling. We will need continuous prayers from all our brothers and
sisters to make us God’s faithful servants.
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Am | Ready?

Cassandra Au

The time came again for another
summer youth retreat, but this time we
were going to go to Student Life instead of
Centrifuge. | did not expect anything, was
not looking for anything, and did not even
think of God’s presence being there. All |
went for was the amazing food that would
be served to us and seeing the legendary
Chris Tomlin and Louie Giglio.

After the first worship service | could
already sense something was going to blow
me out of my mind that week. | learned
about how huge and enormous God is. | re-
alized that he is so huge that he brought
7,000 students from around the US to wor-
ship him and learn about him in one place.
That night, | really knew what it was to wor-
ship and actually sang the lyrics of “How
Great Is Our God” from my heart. | already
had tears flowing in my eyes.

As the week went on, Louie read a
diary of a college girl who hated God and
how her life changed and was used to make
God famous once she got a new roommate
who loved God and showed her why she
loved God so much. As each entry pro-
gressed, the girl’s heart slowly changed be-
cause of how her roommate showed her
love and helped her and showed an example
of a follower of Christ. Her bible frequently
moved around the house and did not stay in
one place after each Sunday and she also
attended many church events and served.

00 0000000000000 0000000000000 00 00000000000 0000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000

As | heard that story | started to question my-
self if | really had a real relationship or a relig-
ion with God.

| realized that just because | grew up
in church, | just did what my parents, Sunday
school teachers and what my counselors told
me to do and | didn’t do it to serve God. | did-
n’t have a real heart to care for others be-
cause of the love Jesus has given me but just
because it was what | was taught as | grew
up. The more | thought about it, the more
God broke my heart. | knew that it was time
to flip my life and change my purpose of life.
On the last day, Louie read the last entry of
the diary. She had died shortly after she ac-
cepted Jesus as her savior because of a car
accident. Her roommate showed her a DVD
after she had a heartbreaking experience.
The DVD was about Louie preaching about
God’s mercy and grace and that was when
she realized she needs God. Her roommate
was very encouraging and loved her even
though she did not approve of some things
she did. As Louie flipped to the blank page in
that diary, he asked us if we were ready, If
we were ready to walk into the darkness and
lead the light and change the world. As |
stood there crying my heart out as the tears
would not stop rolling down my cheeks, |
asked myself “Am | ready to take His life and
his light to the world?”
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